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who is in the verdurous frame. If they guess wrong, the The May
May King rings his bell by shaking his head, and a forfeit klQfi"
of beer or the like must be paid by the unsuccessful guesser.1
At Wahrstedt in Brunswick the boys at Whitsuntide choose
by lot a king and a high-steward {fustje-meier). The latter
is completely concealed in a May-bush, wears a wooden
crown wreathed with flowers, and carries a wooden sword.
The king, on the other hand, is only distinguished by a
nosegay in his cap, and a reed, with a red ribbon tied to it,
in his hand. They beg for eggs from house to house,
threatening that, where none are given, none will be laid
by the hens throughout the year. In this custom the high-
steward appears, for some reason, to have usurped the
insignia of the king.2 At Hildesheim, in Hanover, five or
six young fellows go about on the afternoon of Whit-
Monday cracking long whips in measured time and collecting
eggs from the houses. The chief person of the band is the
Leaf King, a lad swathed so completely in birchen twigs The Leal
that nothing of him can be seen but his feet A huge head- Kmg'
dress of birchen twigs adds to his apparent stature. In his
hand he carries a long crook, with which. he tries to catch
stray dogs and children.8 In some parts of Bohemia on
Whit-Monday the young fellows disguise themselves in tall
caps of birch bark adorned with flowers. One of them Is
dressed as a king and dragged on a sledge to the village
green, and if on the way they pass a pool the sledge is
always overturned into it Arrived at the green they gather
round the king; the crier jumps on a stone or climbs up
a tree and recites lampoons about each house and its
inmates. Afterwards the disguises of bark are stripped
off and they go about the village in holiday attire, carrying
a May-tree and begging. Cakes, eggs, and corn are some-
times given them.4 At Grossvargula, near Langensalza, in
the eighteenth century a Grass King used to be led about The Grass
in procession at Whitsuntide, He was encased in a pyramid
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